Baker IsHeld ToDraw In 10

The Chicago Defender (National edition) (1921-1967); Nov 24, 1951; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Chicago

Baker Is Held

CINCINNATI — Kid Riviera,
Chicago heavyweight who hasg not
been so busy in recent months,
sprung a big surprise” here last
Monday night when he held Bob
Baker of Pittsburgh to a draw.
Baker won 25 straight before he
met bull-shouldered Riviera.

Baker was the solid choice to
score his 26th victory and go into
Madison Square Garden -against
Clarence Henry on the night of
Nov. 23 with an untarmshed rec-
ord.

Riviera, who came down from
Chicago with a reputation of be-
ing a tough customer, was just
that. He weighed 226 pounds and
he employed that beef to the best
advantage throughout.

Undaunted by Baker’s unbeat-
en record and rating as the No. 4
heavyweight in the country, Rivi-
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To Draw In 10

era went to work early. He had
a flexible left that he threw from
different angles and the Kid kept
it constantly in Baker’s face.

This was annoying to Baker but
he never did much by way of re-
taliation. Beltin’. Bob, who had
knocked out 17 of his 25 victims,
moved in now and then, but most
of his punches iwere either block-
ed or lacked sleep--producing
zing.

Chrig Dundee, manager of Bak-
er, stormed and fusséd all over
the arena after the decision. “How
can they call it a draw,” he yell-
ed. ‘Al Riviera did was clown
around all night. This is awful.”

Dundee accused ringsiders of
influencing the judges. “They call
it a press row,” he said, “and
then let everyone sit there who
doesn’t belong.”
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