Aldermanic candidates await Study finds increasing losses
rulings on ballot challenges for free-ride transit programs
by BRIAN NADIG
Some aldermanic candidates
could be waiting up to two more
weeks for a decision by the Chicago
Board of Election Commissioners
on whether their names will
remain on the Feb. 22 ballot, with
numerous challenges to candidacies pending in Northwest Side
aldermanic races.
The election board received a record number 426 challenges for the
upcoming city election, and the residency challenges against mayoral
candidate Rahm Emanuel have
taken up much of the board’s time.
“That is more than double the normal number (of challenges) we get,”
board spokesman Jim Allen said.
Allen said that the ballot has to
be completed by around Jan. 20 to

allow time to program voting machines for the early voting session
which starts on Jan. 31. Applications for absentee ballots can be
submitted starting Jan. 13, but
the board does not have to immediately mail those ballots.
Allen said that the backlog in
cases would be much greater if the
election board had not successfully
lobbied for a new state law which
allowed the deadline for filing challenges to be moved up from Dec. 28
in 2007 to Nov. 30 this year.
Challenges are pending against
five of the eight candidates in the
45th Ward, and in some instances
the hearing officer in the case has
not filed her recommendation,
which is reviewed by the board’s
law department before being pre-

by CYRYL JAKUBOWSKI
A study commissioned by the
Regional Transportation Authority
found that the programs that provide free bus and rail rides for senior citizens and individuals with
disabilities cost the transit system
between $37.7 million and $116.2
million in 2009.
The study, which was conducted
by the Urban Transportation Center
at the University of Illinois-Chicago,
found that the free-ride program for
seniors initiated by former governor
Rod Blagojevich in 2008 is financially unsustainable.
The study concluded that the
lower figure represents a loss
assuming that riders were using
the reduced-fare program before
the creation of the free rides, while
the higher figure represents losses
assuming that riders paid the full

sented to the board, Allen said.
Decisions are pending on challenges against six candidates in the
38th Ward, where Jason Quaglia
has withdrawn as a candidate. A
hearing on one of the challenges in
the 39th Ward will be held today,
Jan. 5, and two other candidates
are awaiting the board’s decision,
and the only challenge filed in the
41st Ward is pending.
A petition challenger or candidate can opt to file an appeal to a
board ruling in Cook County Circuit Court, but in 2007 only about
half-dozen appeals were filed, with
two of them going to the Illinois
Supreme Court, Allen said. A court
challenge to the board’s decision to
leave Emanuel on the ballot already has been filed.

fare. The study did not assess what
would happen if the free programs
were discontinued.
Since the inception of the programs, free rides have been received
by 77.6 million riders, including 6.9
percent of the ridership of the
Chicago Transit Authority, 3.8 percent of Metra ridership and 8.2 percent of Pace ridership. The programs attracted on average 1.3 million new free rides per month above
the average of 1.7 million senior
rides per month previously.
The survey found that seniors are
riding at all times during the day
with only a minor decrease during
rush hour. Forces such as fluctuating gas prices, unemployment and
construction projects are assumed
to have affected the ridership numbers.
The study found that in the future
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Legislators eye borrowing plan
by CYRYL JAKUBOWSKI
Some Northwest Side legislators
said that they support Governor Pat
Quinn’s plans to borrow $15 billion
in order to pay off the state’s operating and pension deficits as they
headed to Springfield this week to
finish a lame-duck legislative session.
One of the contentious issues that
lawmakers are facing is getting the
state back on financial track. To address that, Quinn floated the idea of
borrowing to balance the state’s
more than $13 billion budget deficit,
a figure that is projected to reach
what he wants to borrow by June 30,
when the state’s fiscal year ends.
“There will be tremendous
changes that we will have to go
through in Illinois,” said state Representative Greg Harris (D-13).
Harris said that borrowing that
much money is not a smart public
policy but that it would enable the
state to function while other solutions take shape.
Harris said that efforts also would
be made to reform Medicaid and re-

duce costs, address workers compensation and make changes to the education and pension system during
the session.
However, the big question is
whether the state should borrow so
much money considering that its
bond rating is low.
“If this is a way to get out of the
more than $10 billion hole we are in
by paying back some of the money to
the CTA and schools and getting a
better interest rate, then it is something to look at,” Harris said.
Harris said that the state could
save money by issuing bonds because it is paying 1 to 2 percent in interest for every month that bills are
more than 60 days late. “If there is
some way we can pay off some of
that money and reduce our costs and
reduce our rate, and then get the
money elsewhere, we should do it,”
he said. “We already owe the money,
and if we can get it from Wall Street,
perhaps then we can concentrate on
fixing the state’s future.”
Harris said that it is impossible to
balance the budget and reduce the

deficit by making budget cuts alone,
which is why he supports some sort
of tax increase. Quinn proposed increasing the state individual income
tax from 3.0 percent to 4.0 percent in
March of last year.
State Representative Deborah
Mell (D-40) said that major decisions
will have to be made during the session but that she has not made up
her mind on some of the proposals.
“The governor does that a lot, he
throws out a lot of ideas, but that’s
all they are now, ideas,” Mell said. “I
haven’t seen anything yet that is
concrete.”
“It’s definitely a very big bucket to
kick down the road, and I’m not sure
if I favor a tax increase, but we need
to pay our providers and if we can
get a decent interest rate, then it’s
something that should be looked at,”
Mell said.
State Senator John Mulroe (D-10)
said that borrowing the money
makes sense. “The governor proposed to borrow a lot of money, and
nobody likes to borrow money because that’s what got us here in the

first place,” Mulroe said. “But say we
do owe $15 billion, reducing our interest rate that is high to something
that is low so we can continue working on reforming the system is wise.”
Mulroe said that the idea is similar to people who have high interest
rates on their credit cards and work
to reduce the rates in order to pay
back the money. “It makes sense to
me to cut the carrying costs and save
by borrowing elsewhere,” Mulroe
said.
However, state Senator Heather
Steans (D-7) said that she opposes
borrowing such a large amount of
money. “It strikes me as a very large
number, and I get very hesitant
when it comes to borrowing, especially that much money,” Steans
said. “I know that the argument is
that this move would cost us less in
the future, but I would have to see
the details.”
“I don’t think that I can support
that large an amount,” Steans said.
“I would support smaller borrowing
if it were a part of a comprehensive

by JASON PORTERFIELD
Rates for on-street parking meters
throughout the city will increase on
Jan. 2, based on the rate schedule
detailed in the parking meter concession agreement between the city
and Chicago Parking Meters, LLC.
The transition to the new rates
will begin in the Loop and move outward and is expected to be completed in January. Only the rate posted
on the pay boxes will be enforced.
In most parts of the city, representing 82 percent of the metered parking spaces, the rate will increase to
$1.50 per hour. In the central business district, bounded by Lake

Michigan, North Avenue, Halsted
Street and Roosevelt Road, and representing 16 percent of the metered
spaces, the rate will increase to $3
per hour. Payment at meters in
these areas is not required between
9 p.m. and 8 a.m. unless otherwise
posted.
In the Loop, bounded by the lake,
Wacker Drive to the north and west
and Congress Parkway to the south,
the rate will be $5 per hour from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. and $2.50 from 9 p.m.
to 8 a.m.
The city agreed to lease its parking meters to the company for 75
years in December of 2008 for about

$1.157 billion. Aldermen and Mayor
Richard Daley were later criticized
for a rough transition that included
a sudden sharp increase in rates,
longer hours of operation and
reports of broken and jammed
meters.
Rates are scheduled to rise again
in 2012 and 2013. In the Loop, rates
will increase to $5.75 in 2012 and to
$6.50 in 2013. Rates in the central
business district excluding the loop
will increase to $3.50 in 2012 and to
$4 in 2013. Rates at meters in all
other parts of the city will rise to
$1.75 in 2012 and to $2 in 2013. No
further rate increases have been
scheduled.
Since the company began transitioning to a pay box system at most
of the approximately 36,000 metered
spaces in the Downtown and neighborhood areas, it has responded to
the criticism by offering some
improvements. Receipts purchased
at pay boxes are good until the expiration at any meter with the same or
lower hourly rate and are now printed with the rate so that motorists
can determine where they can use

the receipt.
Pay boxes near theaters, concert
halls, schools, hospitals and other
places where drivers require more
than a 2-hour stay have been
changed to allow extended parking.
Pay boxes are now programmed to
offer pre-payment whenever possible.
Motorists parking at 24-hour
meters generally can pre-pay until
10 a.m. unless rush hour restrictions are in place. At most other
meters, motorists can pre-pay as
early as 5 a.m. until 10 a.m. or later.
Chicago Parking Meters also captures information on meter malfunctions in a database and shares
it with the city, which has dismissed
more than 275 tickets for inoperable meters this year. The company
also offers 24-hour customer service, and it says that repairs to broken meters are made in less than
one day.
Broken meters can be reported by
calling 877-242-7901 or by visiting
the company’s Web site, which can
be reached at www.chicagometers.
com.

the system would lose between $54.9
million and $162.4 million with the
programs in place, assuming a 10
percent increase in fares by 2030
and forecast population increases.
The senior population in Chicago
is expected to increase from 870,000
to more than 1,780,000 by 2030,
and the disabled population is
expected to increase to 1.24 million
in the city and to 2.08 million in the
suburbs, according to the study.
More than 426,600 seniors and
43,250 people with disabilities use
the free-ride programs. Registration
for the senior program increased
from fewer than 2,000 people in
March of 2008 to more than 396,000
in December of 2009, while reducedfare program registration decreased
from 252,260 to 175,632. The registration of people with disabilities
under the Circuit Breaker Program
increased from 22,000 in November
of 2008 to 37,000 in December of
2009.
The study found that 44 percent
of seniors did not have reduced-fare
cards before the program began. It
found that 34 percent of people use
transit once or more times per week
and 28 percent use transit more frequently as a result of the program,
and that 50 percent of people take
more transit trips during rush hour
and 52 percent ride more on the

(Continued on Page 10)

Parking meter rates increase in 2011

Restaurant backed
by Old Irving group
by BRIAN NADIG
Members of the Old Irving Park
Association are hoping that plans to
open an upscale wine bar in the area
near Irving Park Road and Pulaski
Road will come to fruition despite
some problems which the proprietors have had securing a lease.
“It’s the type of restaurant that the
neighborhood has been looking for,”
association president Anna Sobor
said of the proposed Bread and Wine
restaurant. “The two (owners) live in
the area and are committed to opening in our area.”
A portion of the first floor of a twostory commercial building at 4020
W. Irving Park Road is being considered for the restaurant, but the B12 zoning of the site would have to be
changed to B3-2 to accommodate a
bar or lounge for the establishment.
Plans call for the restaurant to have
an incidental liquor license, which
requires the sale of alcohol to be secondary to food.
However, the association learned
this month that a garden center is in
negotiations to lease all of the remaining storefronts in the building,
including the space being targeted

for the restaurant. Until about a
year ago, Epco Paint was located in
the first floor of the building, which
is adjacent to a gas station on the
east and a retail-residential building
on the west. The 16,000-square-foot
property includes a 15-space parking
lot in the rear.
Sobor said that the building is the
third area location that has been
considered for the restaurant in the
past year. She said that the association planned to hold a community
meeting on the proposal this week
but that the meeting may be postponed if the garden center enters
into a lease agreement.
Alderman Margaret Laurino
(39th) said that she asked the association to hold the meeting to gain
community reaction to the proposal
but that she expects support for the
project.
“This type of restaurant is something that people have been clamoring for,” Laurino said.
Updates on whether the association will hold a meeting this week
will be available on its Web site,
which can be reached at www.
oldirvingpark.com.

Chicago homicide total
declines to 45-year low
Chicago police superintendent
Jody Weis on Monday announced
that the city experienced the fewest
number of murders last year since
1965.
Weis said that preliminary statistics show a 4.2 percent decrease in
total reported crime in 2010, with
the number of homicides decreasing
5.4 percent from 460 in 2008 to 435
last year, the fewest since the 395
murders that were recorded in 1965.
Violent index crimes decrease by
10.1 percent and more than 3,400
fewer incidents in 2010 from the previous year, with declines reported of
12.5 percent in aggravated assault,
11.2 percent in robbery, 9.1 percent
in criminal sexual assault and 7.5
percent in aggravated battery.

Property crimes reported last year
decreased 2.6 percent last year,
declining in all categories except
motor vehicle theft, which increased
22.4 percent. Decreases were reported of 14.5 percent for arson, 7.2 percent for theft and 2.9 percent for burglary.
Weis said that the creation of the
Predictive Analytics Group helped
the department to place officers in
identified hot spots based on intelligence that was gathered and that
the Stop the Violence Stop the Silence campaign urged residents to
speak up if they have information
about criminal activity.
Weis also said that more than
7,900 guns were seized by the department last year.

Saint Hyacinth Basilica, 3636 W. Wolfram St., is among the stops on a new
tour of the Northwest Side that will be offered this year by the Chicago Office
of Tourism.
The tour will feature the Avondale, Old Irving Park and the Villa neighborhoods. The basilica was constructed from 1917 to 1921. The photo was provided by the Northwest Chicago Historical Society.

City adds new tour
of Northwest Side
by BRIAN NADIG
The Chicago Office of Tourism is
sponsoring a new neighborhood bus
tour which will explore the wide
residential lots of Old Irving Park,
the working-class traditions of
Avondale and the development of
Polish stores on Milwaukee Avenue.
The “Avondale, Old Irving and the
Villa” tour is one of 24 neighborhood
tours that the city is offering this
year. The tourism office has sponsored several new tours of Northwest Side neighborhoods in recent
years, including a tour of Jefferson
Park and Six Corners that started
last year.
The new tour will contrast the
“well-to-do Old Irving with its stately Victorians on double-wide lots” to
the factories of Avondale, where
immigrant residents “were the ones
who built Chicago,” said the tour’s
creator and guide, Dan Pogorzelski,
who is the vice president of the
Northwest Chicago Historical Society.
The concept for the new tour
grew out of the fact that a bus for
the Six Corners tour last year had
to be rerouted through Old Irving
Park due to road work. The new
tour, which costs $30 per person,
will begin at the Chicago Cultural
Center, 77 E. Randolph St., with a
bus leaving at 10 a.m. Saturdays,
May 14, July 9 and Oct. 15.
One of the highlights of the tour
will be the Villa District, which once

was known as the “Addition to
Irving Park” and which contains 126
early-20th Century homes in an area
bounded by Addison Street, Pulaski
Road, Avondale Avenue and Hamlin
Avenue. “This is as a city landmark
district,” Pogorzelski said. “That
(designation) is really hard to get.
The Villa subdivision contains several Prairie-style and Craftsmanstyle homes, the design of which was
influenced by some of the city’s most
famous architects, including Frank
Lloyd Wright, Louis Sullivan and
Clarence Hatzfeld, who designed
several fieldhouses for the Chicago
Park District. While many of the
homes in the Villa are on 50-foot lots
on streets with a landscaped median, several bungalows were built
there in the 1920s on smaller lots.
The Villa is on land which was
deeded to prohibit the construction
of commercial and multi-family
buildings. However, in 1914 legal
action taken by a resident could not
stop the construction of two apartment buildings near Pulaski and
Waveland Avenue, according to the
historical society.
Known for its mix of steeples,
smokestacks and two-flats, the
Avondale neighborhood in the 1930s
was populated by many German and
Scandinavian immigrants living
east of Kedzie Avenue and Polish
immigrants living west of it. Centered near the intersection of Mil(Continued on Page 10)
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Food illness traced to bakery
The Illinois Department of Public
Health is investigating several outbreaks of foodborne illnesses in
which people reported becoming ill
after eating desserts from the Rolf ’s
Patisserie bakery, 4343 W. Touhy
Ave., Lincolnwood.
There have been four recent outbreaks in which one of the desserts
in question has come from the bakery. Approximately 100 people have
reported becoming ill after eating
Rolf ’s desserts at a company event,
a catered party, a restaurant and a
holiday party, according to the department.
The bakery is working with the department and was temporarily
closed while the outbreaks are being
investigated, according to the department. The bakery reopened on
Jan. 3.

The bakery also is recalling all
products made after Nov. 1 and is
contacting retailers and restaurants
to tell them to discard any products
on their shelves. The bakery and
public health officials are advising
people not to eat products made
after Nov. 1 and to throw them out.
Initial laboratory testing shows
one food item to be contaminated
with high levels of Staphylococcus
aureus, the bacterium responsible
for producing toxins in foods that
can make people ill. Food can become contaminated if a person with
a staph infection has an uncovered
lesion or sore that comes in contact
with food or food processing equipment, both of which can be contaminated by the bacterium, according to
the department.
Staphylococcal toxins are fast act-

ing and can sometimes cause illness
in as little as 30 minutes. Symptoms
that usually develop within 1 to 6
hours after eating contaminated
food typically include nausea, vomiting, stomach cramps and diarrhea.
The illness is usually mild and
most patients recover after one to
three days, although it can be more
severe in a small minority of patients, according to the department.
Those who have eaten food from the
bakery and who became ill are
advised to contact their health care
provider and the local health department.
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the Food and Drug
Administration and other state
health departments are working
with the department on the investigation.

A MAN WAS found dead inside a
pickup truck in a parking lot in the
3400 block of North Harlem Avenue
at about 11:10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec.
29, according to 16th (Jefferson
Park) District police.
Officers responding to a report of a
suspicious vehicle found the man inside a 2001 GMC Sierra pickup
truck, according to police. According
to the Cook County Medical Examiner’s Office, the man had been dead
for about 12 hours and the cause of
death is pending on the completion
of a toxicology report.
During the investigation, officers
learned that the truck had been reported stolen in Franklin Park on
Dec. 21 and that the man had been
seen the previous day near where he
was found asking for money to buy
gasoline and that he had appeared
intoxicated, police said.
The man was identified by the
medical examiner’s office as Daniel
Godzisz, age 34, of no known
address.
A WOMAN reported that she was
robbed at about 8:10 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 28, in the 6000 block of West
Addison Street, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
The 19-year-old woman reported
that two men grabbed her and took
her purse, according to police. A 19year-old neighbor told police that
he heard the woman scream and
chased the men, fighting them near
Melvina Avenue and Eddy Street,
where he recovered the woman’s
purse and the men fled in a black
Jeep Cherokee, police said.
One of the men was described as
white/Hispanic, age 25 to 35, 5-9
and 170 pounds, and wearing a gray
coat over a white or gray jacket. The
other man was described as white/
Hispanic, 5-9 and 170 pounds.
A WOMAN reported that she was
robbed at about 6 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 30, in the 5800 block of West
Cullom Avenue, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
The 50-year-old woman reported
that three men approached her and
that one of the men hit her in the
head with a blunt object and took
her purse containing $300, according
to police. A witness said that he tried
to stop the men and that they fled in
a gray or tan four-door Nissan, police
said. The woman was treated at Our
Lady of the Resurrection Medical
Center for a bump on the back of her
head and a cut lip, police said.
One of the men was described as
white and age 20 to 25, and wearing
a gray scarf and a hooded sweatshirt. A second man was described as
white/Hispanic and age 20 to 25, and
wearing a black scarf and a hooded
sweatshirt. The third man was described as black/Hispanic and age 20
to 25, and wearing a gold necklace
with a rosary medallion.
A WOMAN reported that two men
attempted to scam her at her home
in the 5500 block of North Pittsburgh Avenue at about 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 28, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
The 85-year-old woman reported
that a man came to her door and
said that he had previously worked
on her garage and that he wanted to
inspect it, according to police. The
woman said that she accompanied
the man to the garage but that she
became suspicious and returned to
the house, where she found a second
man inside and that she yelled until
two neighbors chased the men away,
police said.
One of the men was described as
white, age 30 to 39, 5-8 and 160
pounds, and wearing a dark gray
jacket and black pants. The other
man was described as white, age 30
to 35, 5-6 to 5-8 and 160 pounds, and
wearing black or dark blue knit skull
cap and a gray jacket.
A MAN WAS arrested after he
allegedly burglarized a van while it
was parked in the 6000 block of West
Belle Plaine Avenue at about 12:05
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 1, according to
16th (Jefferson Park) District police.
A witness reported that he saw a
man enter the van, emerge with several items and flee north on Austin
Avenue, according to police. Officers
found the suspect on Austin carrying
a global positioning system device
valued at $200 and a digital camera
valued at $2,500 and took him into
custody, police said.
The suspect was identified by

police as Axel Colon, age 42, of the
4100 block of North Austin Avenue.
A MAN REPORTED that his
1994 Plymouth Voyager was stolen
between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 1, while it was parked in the
5500 block of West Addison Street,
according to 16th (Jefferson Park)
District police.
A WOMAN reported that her 1994
Ford Explorer was stolen at about
1:10 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 30, while it
was parked in the 5400 block of West
Giddings Street, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
A MAN REPORTED that his
1996 Honda Accord was stolen at
about 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 25, while
it was parked in the 5600 block of
West Grace Street, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
A WOMAN reported that her 1993
Honda Civic was stolen at about 10
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 30, while it was
parked in the 5400 block of West
Roscoe Street, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
A WOMAN reported that her 1996
Honda Accord was stolen between
1:30 a.m. and 7 a.m. Thursday, Dec.
30, while it was parked in the 3800
block of North Meade Avenue, according to 16th (Jefferson Park) District police.
A WOMAN reported that her 1996
Honda Accord was stolen at about 6
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 23, while it was
parked in the 6200 block of West
Berenice Avenue, according to 16th
(Jefferson Park) District police.
A WOMAN reported that her 2000
BMW was stolen between 9 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 28, and 8 a.m. the following day, while it was parked in
the 5900 block of West Grace Street,
according to 16th (Jefferson Park)
District police.
A TELLER AT the TCF Bank in
the Jewel food store, 4660 W. Irving
Park Road, reported that the bank
was robbed at about 7:20 p.m. Monday, Dec. 20, according to 17th (Albany Park) District police.
The 21-year-old teller reported
that a man approached his window
and handed him a note announcing
a robbery and that he gave $2,038 to

the man, who placed the money in a
green shoulder bag and fled into the
parking lot, where he got into a gray
station wagon, according to police.
The man was described as white,
6-0 and 220 pounds, and wearing a
blue jacket, blue jeans, a black ski
mask, black gloves and black gym
shoes.
A MAN REPORTED that he was
robbed at about 9:40 a.m. Friday,
Dec. 24, in the 3200 block of West
Montrose Avenue, according to 17th
(Albany Park) District police.
The 35-year-old man reported that
three men approached him, beat him
and took his wallet containing $300,
according to police.
All three men were described as
white/Hispanic and age 30 to 40.
A WOMAN reported that she was
robbed at about 5:50 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 27, in the 4400 block of West
School Street, according to 17th (Albany Park) District police.
The 60-year-old woman reported
that a man offered to assist her and
that when she refused he took her
purse valued at $20 and containing a
credit card and a bus pass, according
to police.
The man was described as white/
Hispanic and age 22.
A MAN WAS arrested on a drug
charge after he was taken into custody as a suspect in a robbery that
occurred at about 8:45 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 23, in the 3800 block of
West Wilson Avenue, according to
17th (Albany Park) District police.
A 17-year-old teen reported that
as he was walking on Wilson, a man
approached him from behind, held a
gun to his side and took his cell
phone valued at $300, according to
police.
Officers found a man who matched
the description given by the teen and
took him into custody, according to
police. Officers determined that he
was not the man who committed the
robbery, but they arrested him for
possession of marijuana, police said.
The suspect was identified by
police as Julio DeJesus, age 22, of
the 3200 block of West Leland Avenue.

Crime Watch

Big field in black wards
for aldermanic contests
by RUSS STEWART
In street vernacular, “sweet”
means tantalizingly pleasurable or
remuneratively beneficial. In Chicago’s predominantly black wards,
“sweet” describes the job of alderman.
Given that black unemployment
is 16.1 percent, it’s not surprising
that 189 candidates filed for alderman in the city’s 20 black-majority
wards.
The reason? A 4-year gig in the
part-time post will generate a revenue stream of more than $6.4 million. That’s an annual aldermanic
salary of $110,556, totaling $442,224
through 2017, plus $32,000 per year
in contingency funds for office rent,
supplies, phone and car lease, totaling $128,000, and $177,000 per year
for four or more office staffers, totaling $708,000, plus health insurance
and city pension contributions.
If some staffers are family or
friends, or the office rent is paid to
a pal or to themselves, so be it. Each
alderman has $1.3 million annually
in discretionary funds, to be spent
on street, alley, environmental or
anti-crime improvements, for a
total of $5.2 million over the term.
That is “sweet” to the max.
In Congress, black Democrats are
elected to lifetime seats and rise to
powerful committee chairmanships.
Not in Chicago, where aldermanic
volatility is the rule. The average
black alderman serves 2.1 terms,
while the average white alderman
serves 4.6 terms. In the black wards,
the “Four Ps” control: prison, pulpit,
persistence and primogeniture.
Since 1973, 31 aldermen have
been convicted on federal charges of
bribery, official misconduct and tax
evasion, of whom 13 were black. The
prison door creates a lot of vacancies. Pastors and clergymen are an
important and respected presence in
their communities, and they have a
following greater than most politicians. Losers are not stigmatized.
Those who are persistent, running
repeatedly, eventually win. And
familiar names, the offspring of former aldermen, are never reticent
about pursuing the family business.
Carol Moseley Braun is now the
black “consensus” candidate for
mayor. If she garners near-unanimous support from black voters,
who comprise 40 percent of the
electorate, she could win. A total of
174,987 votes were cast in the predominantly black wards in 2007. In
1987, Harold Washington’s final
election, turnout was 471,011, or
296,024 higher than in 2007.
With 189 black aldermanic candidates, runoffs on April 5 are
assured, although pending challenges could remove many from the
ballot. If Braun makes the runoff,
black turnout will be gargantuan.
That uncontrolled vote will give
“outsiders” an edge. Here are the
key races:
•3rd Ward (South Side: Bronzeville): In 2007, after 24 years in
office, the antics of buffoonish and
racially polarizing Dorothy Tillman
wore thin. Serious “Tillman fatigue”
erupted. Tillman was re-elected in
2003 with 3,986 votes (52 percent of
the total cast), to 2,728 for Pat Dowell. Four years later Dowell trailed
3,383-3,020 in the initial election but
won the runoff with 54 percent of the
vote.
Dense and persistent, Tillman has
launched “Round III,” running her
daughter, Ebony Tillman, against
Dowell. Three others are running
“(Dowell has) not kept her promises”
regarding economic development
and ward services, said one critic.
Outlook: The Tillmans to latch tight
to Braun, but Dowell is favored.
•4th Ward (South Side: Oakland,
Kenwood, Hyde Park): Toni Preckwinkle, the new Cook County Board

president, ousted 18-year incumbent Tim Evans by 109 votes in the
1991 runoff, on her third try. Evans
ran for mayor in 1989, getting 40.3
percent of the vote against Daley. In
1995 and 1999, Preckwinkle beat
Kwame Raoul, who was appointed
to Barack Obama’s Illinois Senate
seat in 2005.
This year, in a field of 11 candidates, Preckwinkle is backing state
Representative Will Burns. His
principal foe is Norman Bolden, who
operates a banquet hall and who
lost races to Preckwinkle in 2003
(with 32 percent of the vote) and
2007 (with 24 percent). Outlook:
Expect a Burns-Bolden runoff, with
an edge to Burns.
•6th Ward (South Side: Chatham, Park Manor): The ward once
was the power base of the late Gene
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Sawyer, who was an alderman from
1971 to 1986 and the mayor from
1987 to 1989. Sawyer lost the initial 1989 election to Daley. John
Steele, who now is a judge, and
Freddrenna Lyle have been aldermen, Lyle since 1998, and Lyle was
a vociferous opponent of Walmart.
But “Son of Sawyer” is rising, as
Roderick Sawyer is running in
February, along with six others, the
most credible being police officer
Richard Wooten. Outlook: A LyleSawyer runoff and a Sawyer win.
•7th Ward (South Chicago, near
the old U.S. Steel works): Sandi
Jackson, the wife of U.S. Representative Jesse Jackson Jr. (D-2) is a
vessel in search of a port. Elected in
2007 over Darcel Beavers, the
daughter of former alderman Bill
Beavers (who got Todd Stroger’s
county board seat), Jackson pondered races for lieutenant governor,
mayor and city clerk. Her 2007 margin was 6,462-3,703 (with 57 percent
of the vote), and she beat the elder
Beavers for committeeman in 2008.
Outlook: Eleven candidates filed.
“(Jackson) doesn’t like her job,” said
an observer. Expect a JacksonBeavers runoff. Against anybody but
Darcel Beavers, Jackson would lose.
•9th Ward (far South Side):
Twelve-year Alderman Anthony
Beale, an ally of Jackson and state
Senator James Meeks, incurred the
wrath of the unions by securing a
Super Walmart for his ward. Beale is
the chairman of the City Council
Police and Fire Committee, and he
won with 58 percent of the vote in
2007.
Beale is facing eight opponents,
with Eddie Reed, a city firefighter,
sure to get plenty of union money.
Beale is favored.
•17th Ward (West Chatham):
Since 1963 the ward has been an
aldermanic revolving door, with six
occupants of the post. Allan Streeter
went to jail, and Terry Peterson became the Chicago Housing Authority
chairman. Incumbent Latasha
Thomas won with 67 percent of the
vote in 2007, and she faces seven
foes, the most credible being publisher Ron Carter. Thomas is favored.
•18th Ward (Southwest Side:
North of 65th Street, near Midway
Airport): This ward became majority black about 1985, but it kept
electing white aldermen until 2007,
when Lona Lane replaced Tom
Murphy, who became a judge. Lane
has not entrenched herself, and she
faces insurance agent Joe Ziegler,

sheriff ’s police officer Don Beecham
and activists Chuks Onyezia and
Manny Roman. Expect a runoff.
•20th Ward (Woodlawn, Grand
Crossing): Since 1971, two aldermen
from this ward, Cliff Kelley (1971 to
1987) and Arenda Troutman (1990 to
2008), have graced the federal slammer. The current alderman is Willie
Cochran, who had the good fortune
to have filed against Troutman
before she was indicted. He beat her
62 percent to 32 percent. Cochran
faces four opponents, the most
prominent being hip-hop artist
Rhymefest Smith. Expect an easy
win for Cochran.
•21st Ward (Washington Heights):
Patriarchy is prevalent in this ward.
Incumbent Howard Brookins Jr., the
City Council’s prime Walmart champion, is the son of former state senator Howard Brookins Sr. and the
godson of former alderman Niles
Sherman (1979 to 1987). Sherman
lost to Jesse Evans in 1987, and he
lost comeback bids in 1991, 1995 and
1999.
Evans went to jail in 1997, and he
was replaced in 1999 by clergyman
Leonard DeVille, who beat, among
others, Brookins Jr., who then beat
DeVille in 2003. The Service Employees International Union and
other unions spent more than
$500,000 to defeat Brookins in 2007,
but he prevailed in the runoff with a
solid 61 percent of the vote. Brookins
lost the Democratic primary for
state’s attorney in 2008.
This year the unions are backing
Sylvia Jones, and Sheldon Sherman,
Niles Sherman’s son, and six others
are running for alderman. Outlook:
Brookins wins.
•24th Ward (West Side: Lawndale): A middle class Jewish neighborhood dominated by Jacob Arvey
and Arthur Elrod through the
1950s, the ward was nearly all black
by 1968. It has had eight black
aldermen since 1963, none distinguished. Bill Henry (1983 to 1991)
and Michael Chandler (1995 to
2007) lasted the longest. Sharon
Dixon upset Chandler with 51.6 percent of the vote in the 2007 runoff.
Testimony to Dixon’s ineptitude is
the fact that 22 candidates filed
against her, including Chandler. A
runoff is certain, and Dixon may not
be in it.
•29th Ward (Austin): The “Carothers Clan” is nothing if not predictable. Ike Carothers is the son of
William Carothers, the former 28th
Ward alderman who was convicted
of bribery in 1983. Ike Carothers
became an alderman in 1999, and he
was chairman of the police committee, but he was convicted of taking
$40,000 in bribes in 2010. His replacement is Deborah Graham, a
former state representative.
Thirteen candidates filed for the
race, including Mary Gardner, the
wife of the late Joe Gardner, a onetime mayoral candidate, clergyman
and Operation PUSH vice president Marshall Hatch, union official O.J. Johnson and deputy water
department commissioner Tom Simmons. Outlook: Graham broke with
the Carothers crowd, who will coalesce behind whoever they think can
beat her — meaning Hatch or Simmons.
•37th Ward (East Austin, West
Side): Emma Mitts, an Ike Carothers protege, was appointed to her
seat in 2000, replacing Percy Giles
(1986 to 1999), who went to the “Big
House” after a bribery conviction.
Despite a growing Hispanic population, Mitts won with 73 percent of
the vote in 2003 and with 59 percent
in 2007. Two Hispanic candidates,
Minerva Orozco and Tommy Abina,
are running, but Mitts is safe.
Send e-mail to russ@russstewart.
com or visit his Web site at www.
russstewart.com.

Session . . .
budget solution. I want to make sure
that revenue is part of the package,
and I support a tax increase.”
“I think that the situation is very
serious and I hope that people realize how dire the issue are,” Steans
said. “We have to step up and make
some tough decisions, otherwise the
state will fall apart.”
One bill that is being considered in
Springfield is Senate Bill 737, which
would allow five additional casinos
in the state including one in Chicago
and allow slot machines at racetracks and riverboat casinos.
Also being considered is Senate

Tour . . .
waukee and Belmont avenues, Avondale and the Milwaukee Avenue corridor to the north still feature many
Polish businesses, including restaurants and bakeries, Pogorzelski said.
The tour will include a stop at
Saint Hyacinth Basilica, 3636 W.
Wolfram St., which was constructed in Avondale from 1917 to 1921
and which features three towers.
The future Pope John Paul II visited the basilica several times while
he was the archbishop of Cracow,
according to the historical society.
Another scheduled stop is Schurz
High School, 3601 N. Milwaukee
Ave., which was designed in 1910

(Continued from Page 1)

Bill 44, which would raise the cigarette tax from 98 cents per pack to
$1.98 per pack in two installments.
The bill previously was passed by
the Senate but stalled in the House.
Also being considered is a proposed amendment to the state constitution that would limit spending
and fund transfers from the state’s
general fund to previous fiscal year
amounts beginning with fiscal year
2014 and allow the governor to declare a fiscal emergency. The amendment would require excess funds to
be deposited into budget stabilization funds.
(Continued from Page 1)

by architect Dwight Perkins and
which is a city landmark.
Information about reservations
for the city’s neighborhood tours is
available at explorechicago.org.
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weekends since the program started.
The study found that of the seniors using the program, 33 percent
made less than $22,000 per year
and 28 percent made more than
$55,000 annually. Also, 71 percent of
respondents think the program
should be continued, 24 percent
think it should be limited to lowincome seniors, and 4 percent think
it should be discontinued.
The only other state that provides free rides to seniors is Pennsylvania.
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